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WATER EFFICIENTWATER EFFICIENT
EDIBLEEDIBLE

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

Why Edible Landscaping?Why Edible Landscaping?

Health Health 

Tastier, fresher, less altered foodTastier, fresher, less altered food

Environmental reasonsEnvironmental reasons

As As ““LocalLocal”” as it gets!as it gets!

Satisfying way of life, Earth centeredSatisfying way of life, Earth centered



Seeing things in a new waySeeing things in a new way

And seeing things in a new way

Use the same Use the same 
design principles design principles 

as ornamental plantingsas ornamental plantings

Unity (relationships)Unity (relationships)
Order (overall structure)Order (overall structure)
Rhythm (time and movement)Rhythm (time and movement)



Raised Beds with Copper Strip

Raised BedsRaised Beds

Design: Maureen Decombe, Installation: EarthCare Landscaping



Edibles incorporated into 
the landscaping

Landscaping FunctionsLandscaping Functions

Creating outdoor Creating outdoor ““roomsrooms””

Screening and directing viewsScreening and directing views

Providing focal pointsProviding focal points

Shade, coolingShade, cooling

Controlling erosionControlling erosion

Directing circulationDirecting circulation

BeautyBeauty





Mixed Edible LandscapeMixed Edible Landscape

Ornamental edibles 
and an herbal 
“lawn”

Design: Cheryl Renshaw, Installation: EarthCare Landscaping



Design: Deva Luna   Installation: EarthCare Landscaping



Lettuce tucked into tiny side yard



Scarlet Runner Beans and herbs 
in a Menlo Park front garden

Palo Alto Front YardPalo Alto Front Yard

“We tore out the lawn. One 
year we grew nothing but 
corn! The kids loved to play 
chase games in it.”

--Designer Fran Adams



Water Wise PointersWater Wise Pointers

Hydrozones (irrigate Hydrozones (irrigate ‘‘like with likelike with like’’) ) 
Minimize lawns and spraying Minimize lawns and spraying 
Drip irrigation and other technologiesDrip irrigation and other technologies
Winter gardening (rain!!!)Winter gardening (rain!!!)
Keep water on siteKeep water on site
Mulch! Mulch! 

Keep water on siteKeep water on site

Permeable surfacesPermeable surfaces
decomposed granite, gravel, pervious concretedecomposed granite, gravel, pervious concrete

Grading Grading -- sswales, dry creeks & drywellswales, dry creeks & drywells

Divert downspouts onsiteDivert downspouts onsite

Grey water reGrey water re--useuse

Rainwater catchment Rainwater catchment 



Favorite Favorite 
TreesTrees

Plant a deciduous shade tree 
on the West side of your 
home to save energy.

Weeping Mulberry makes a great Weeping Mulberry makes a great 
playhouse!playhouse!
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Mulberry HedgeMulberry Hedge

Mulberry Hedge



PersimmonPersimmon
•Drought tolerant
•Fall color
•Disease and pest free
•Gorgeous edible fruit

ElderberryElderberry

California native
Excellent habitat plant
Edible flowers
Medicinal
Pancake syrup, too!



Lots to choose from!Lots to choose from!

 TreesTrees
 ShrubsShrubs
 VinesVines
 Perennials/AnnualsPerennials/Annuals
 TubersTubers
 Ground CoversGround Covers
 HerbsHerbs
 VegetablesVegetables
 WeedsWeeds

Edible ShrubsEdible Shrubs

Pineapple Guava
•Edible flowers and fruit

• Evergreen

•Drought tolerant

•Screening shrub

•Small attractive tree



CaperCaper
•Drought tolerant

•Ground cover

•Attractive

•Edible buds

MyrtleMyrtle
•Evergreen shrub
•Can be hedged
•Variegated or green
•Fragrant leaves
•Edible berries



Bronze Fennel, 
Artichoke, and 
Pineapple 
Guava

Oregon GrapeOregon Grape

• Evergreen

• CA native

• Grows in part shade

• Yellow flowers

• Berries can be 
made into a sauce 
for meats



Gorgeous VegetablesGorgeous Vegetables

Romanesco BroccoliRomanesco Broccoli



OrachOrach

Orach

PeppersPeppers



KohlrabiKohlrabi

Kohlrabi

Bright Lights Swiss ChardBright Lights Swiss Chard



Harvest of SquashHarvest of Squash

AsparagusAsparagus



Mixed LettucesMixed Lettuces

EggplantsEggplants



Favorite Edible FlowersFavorite Edible Flowers

Pineapple Guava Pineapple Guava 
CalendulaCalendula
BorageBorage
NasturtiumNasturtium
Squash BlossomSquash Blossom
ChiveChive
MustardMustard

Alaska NasturtiumAlaska Nasturtium



Watercress Watercress 
(Nasturtium officinale)(Nasturtium officinale)

Nasturtium ButterNasturtium Butter

Important!

Only use 
proven safe 
edible 
flowers 



Bees on broccoli flowers

Zucchini blossomZucchini blossom



DaylilyDaylily

BorageBorage



Pansy orPansy or
ViolaViola

Pineapple GuavaPineapple Guava



Notable HerbsNotable Herbs

SteviaStevia



Lemon GrassLemon Grass

Carrot
makes a 
great cut 
flower!

CarrotCarrot



Ground CoversGround Covers

Strawberry as a ground cover or between stepping stones.

Fragaria (F. vesca for shade, F. chiloensis as a ground cover ; 
both are CA natives).

StrawberryStrawberry



Strawberries in Drain Pipe

Golden OreganoGolden Oregano



Mixed Herb Mixed Herb ““LawnLawn””

Design & Photo: Stephanie MorrisYarrow “Lawn”



Drama Drama 
in the yard !in the yard !

Amaranth borderAmaranth border



Elephant Head AmaranthElephant Head Amaranth

Amaranth is an edible grainAmaranth is an edible grain



More kinds of AmaranthMore kinds of Amaranth

Love Lies BleedingLove Lies Bleeding



JosephJoseph’’s Coat Amaranths Coat Amaranth

Rhubarb

RhubarbRhubarb



Brussels SproutsBrussels Sprouts

ArtichokeArtichoke



Violetto ArtichokesVioletto Artichokes



CardoonCardoon

Red  Fava BeansRed  Fava Beans



Fava beans also add Fava beans also add 
nitrogen to the soilnitrogen to the soil

Roots & Roots & 
TubersTubers

Burdock root



HorseradishHorseradish

SunchokeSunchoke



YaconYacon

OcaOca--
a Peruvian Oxalisa Peruvian Oxalis



VinesVines

Arbor for shadeArbor for shade

Trellis for screeningTrellis for screening

Create a Create a ‘‘garden roomgarden room’’

Archway over a gateArchway over a gate

California GrapeCalifornia Grape
Vitis californica Vitis californica ‘‘RogerRoger’’s Reds Red’’



Upo or CucuzziUpo or Cucuzzi

Edible Passion FruitEdible Passion Fruit



ChayoteChayote

MelonsMelons



Espaliered apples and pears form a 
privacy hedge on a corner lot.

Espalier:Espalier:
Make a shrub Make a shrub 

twotwo--dimensionaldimensional

Strawberry Guava





Design: Maureen Decombe , Installation: EarthCare Landscaping

Custom fence and trellis for vines   Design: Maureen Decombe Install: EarthCare Landscape



Design & Installation: Sue Bell

Design: Deva Luna      Installation: EarthCare Landscaping



Rainbow Chard, Borage & CalendulaRainbow Chard, Borage & Calendula



Edibles hiddenEdibles hidden
everywhereeverywhere

Some Edible WeedsSome Edible Weeds

MinerMiner’’s Lettuces Lettuce

MustardMustard

PurslanePurslane

ChickweedChickweed

Mallow (young)Mallow (young)



NettlesNettles

PurslanePurslane



LambLamb’’s Quarterss Quarters

Eating from the wild weeds!Eating from the wild weeds!

Mustard 
Wild Radish 
Mallow  
Wild Garlic



More ResourcesMore Resources

The Complete Book of Edible LandscapingThe Complete Book of Edible Landscaping
by Rosalind Creasyby Rosalind Creasy

Designing and Maintaining Your Edible Designing and Maintaining Your Edible 
Landscape NaturallyLandscape Naturally by Robert Kourikby Robert Kourik

Common Ground in Palo AltoCommon Ground in Palo Alto
Rare Fruit GrowerRare Fruit Grower’’s Societys Society
Master Gardeners Master Gardeners 
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